DIFFERENCES  BETWEEN  THE  VICEROY  AND   ALBUQUERQUE.

forward great dissensions began to arise between  these    CHAP.
two men.                                                                              ^"^

After the lapse of some days Affonso de Albuquerque     AD
went to see the Vicefoy, and, in the presence of others,    1508.
requested him to hand his office over to him in accordance
with the King's instructions, adding that they were already
at the beginning of December, which was the proper time
to start for Lisbon, and that he had the ship " Belem,"
wherein he could make the voyage in great comfort, and
six other ships to  convoy her.    The Viceroy, however,
claimed that the period of his government would not ex-
pire until the following  month,   and promised  that he
would then resign.     Albuquerque thereupon retired, and
sent his  secretary, Antonio   de   Sintra,  to  show to the
Viceroy  the  powers   and   diploma  he   held  from  Dom
Manoel.    After having read these documents, the Vice-
roy directed de Sintra to fasten them up again, and to
keep them in secret until his  return  from   Diu.    An-
tonio de Sintra having delivered his message, Albuquer-
que sent him back to the Viceroy with the following in-
structions: "Tell the Viceroy that, since the disposition         *
of the -fleet rests with me, as I am Governor of India, he
must deliver it over to me that I may go  in search of
the Humes."    Other messages passed between them, but
when  Albuquerque  found that  the   Viceroy, who  had
gained most of the captains on his side, refused to yield,
he embarked in the ship " Cirne/' and went to Cochin, where
he arrived on 14th December.    Here he was visited by
Gaspar Pereira and other officers of the factory.    Some
people advised him to at once assume the title of Captain-
General of India, but this he declined to do, in order to
^-avoid any party differences.

Both the Viceroy and Albuquerque sent communications
to King Dom Manoel, each giving his own version of the
dispute between them; and the Viceroy sent to Gaspar
Pereira, for communication to Albuquerque at Cochin, a
statement of the charges he had preferred against him.